54                        GLADSTONE
Napoleon HI. Gladstone had again defeated
Pahnerston, and Derby was for the second time
called to form a minority Government
Derby might certainly have formed a fairly
stable Ministry could he have had the assistance
of Gladstone and the Peelites.   Gladstone had
always ostentatiously separated himself from the
Whigs; he was always at war with Palmerston,
always friendly with Derby, and Protection was
dead and buried. On the franchise he had hardly
spoken. This time there seemed no earthly reason
why he should not join the Government, especially
as Disraeli again offered to resign the leadership of
the House of Commons to Sir James Graham, a
statesman for whom Gladstone had the highest
admiration.  If Gladstone refused to join. Parlia-
mentary government seemed impossible.   How-
ever, he refused. He seemed to have an absolute
passion for self-immolation, a passion which can
only be explained by his reverence for the memory
of Peel and hatred for the role played in his
destruction by Disraeli.   But other people who
did not folly enter into Gladstone's attitude
towards forgotten loyalties may be excused their
irritation.
The Derby Ministry, which could thus exist
only on sufferance, found itself embarrassed in
foreign affairs by the War of Italian Liberation
and by the eccentric behaviour of Napoleon HI.
In home matters they thought they might as well
destroy themselves byintroducxng another Reform